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and over all was the lord, who was, before the enfranchise-
ment, virtually a dictator. He may have ruled with a rod of
iron, maintaining his position by flogging his peasants, by send-
ing them to military service or exiling them to Siberia, and the
serf was forbidden to complain. Or alternatively he may have
had some element of benevolence. In the early days before the
spread of foreign influence, which began when Peter the Great
opened a 'Window on the West', the lord, if resident, might
well live in a log house, an architectural enlargement of the
peasant's home. Thereafter he might build a mansion in the
manner of western Europe and then he would live more
extravagantly, the manor house becoming the centre of a lively
social life. A,little later, and on to the time of the enfranchise-
ment, we find the peasants were also being sent to work as
semi-slaves in factories or in mines, the lord taking a premium
or a share of any payments that were made for such services.
If conditions became unbearable, the peasants might disappear
either as individuals or en masse, and if they escaped, wander
across the steppes until some distant part of the country, where
there were no lords, was reached. They might get right away
or they might be followed, hunted with dogs or rounded up by
soldiers, and brought back.

The Slavonic peasantry had a migratory habit that, handed
down from generation to generation, continued till recent
times. In early days they would not only fly from their villages
but might with their lord's permission drift off to colonize new
lands, while to some extent before, and more often after, the
emancipation they went off singly or in gangs for special work
at harvest or other seasonal occupations in their own and other
countries; whilst after the emancipation they went off to the
towns and industrial districts to work intermittently in the
mines and factories. There were always peasants wandering
all over the country. Sometimes they were started on these
wanderings by a special action of their lords- Serfs, it appears,
were entitled in time of famine to claim food from their lord and
in emergencies seed to sow their land. But the lord might, by
freeing the serf, evade this duty, and this it seems he often did